
Updates from Our Parish 
Please see the following information from our Parish - 
St. John XXIII. For any further details, please email: 
StJohn23rd@diocesehn.org.uk 
 
Alpha Course 2025  
Maybe you’ve wondered about one or more of these 
questions: 
* Are Christians different from other people? 
* How do they live their lives? 
* What do they believe? 
* What does the church teach? 
You may ask these questions even if you’ve been a 
Catholic all your life, or you’re not a Catholic or 
Christian but curious about faith and church. 
Maybe you want to know more because your child 
attends a Catholic school. 
If any of the above apply to you, then maybe our 
Alpha course is for you. It is an opportunity to explore 
life and the Christian faith in a friendly, open, and 
informal environment. 
The Alpha course is a 10-week course commencing 
on Tuesday 29th April 2025 at Our Blessed Lady 
Immaculate Church Hall Washington from 6.30-
8.30pm.  
If you are interested, please use link below and 
complete the form. The group number is limited and 
the closing date is March 14th. 
We will then be in touch with more details.  
 
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/aXJMIJPyPl 
 
 
Parishes of St John XXIII and St Joseph’s Mission 
Week  
From Saturday 15th March to Wednesday 19th March 
2025, our Parish is hosting a very special mission 
week. This will be led by Sister Briege McKenna 
O.S.C. and Fr Pablo Escriva, two fantastic speakers 
who are highly inspirational. 
 
Sister Briege and Fr Pablo will speak at the following 
Masses to introduce the Mission Week:  
 
Saturday Vigil (15th) - St Bede’s 5.00pm  
Sunday (16th) - St John Boste 9.30am  
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate (16th) - 11.00am  
 
They will also be leading a Mission talk on Monday 
17th March at 10:00am at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church.  
 
Please see the attached flyer for further dates and 
information regarding Mission week. All are very 
welcome to join our Parish family for these special 
events.  
 

Forthcoming Events 
A reminder to parents of the following events that are 
coming up in school over the next fortnight: 
 
Wednesday 19th February 
3:30pm - Sacramental Preparation session 4  
 
3:30pm - World Book Day pre-loved costume swap 
in the Hall 
 
Half Term Holiday 
A reminder that the dates for our February half term 
holiday are from Monday 24th February to Friday 
28th February 2025.  Have a restful week everyone.   
 
Wednesday 5th March 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Rocksteady music tuition lessons begin 
 
Thursday 6th March 
World Book Day - see additional information  
Themed lunch - see the poster on Weduc 
 
World Book Day Ball 
4:00pm - 5:00pm - Key Stage 1 
5:15pm - 6:15pm - Key Stage 2 
 
World Book Day 
We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday  
6th March. We are asking the children to come into 
school in their pyjamas and bring their favourite 
book. The children will complete some exciting 
activities during the day.  
 
Please don’t forget to order your themed lunch on 
World Book Day too. Explore the world of David 
Walliams with Rat Burgers and Billionaire Boy 
Shortbread!  
 
After school, we will celebrate our Book Day ball 
where the children can come dressed as their 
favourite story characters. Please book a place for 
your child via Arbor. A place costs £5 and includes a 
drink, hot dog and sweets. Additional drinks and 
sweets can be purchased on the night for a small fee 
if children would like to bring an extra couple of 
pounds. Please note, there will be no physical 
tickets printed. All booked places will be checked via 
the register from Arbor upon arrival.  
 
As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we will 
be hosting a costume swap in preparation for the 
Ball! Please drop off any pre-loved, clean costumes 
in the box outside the Office. Our pre-loved swap 
shop will be open on Wednesday 19th February at 
3:30pm in the Hall.  
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Attendance  
Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 
6 for this fortnight has been exactly 97%. This is our 
target percentage - keep up the hard work everyone!  
 
We are delighted to announce that the winners of our 
attendance trophy have been: 
Week 1 - Picasso class with an amazing 99.31% 
Week 2 - Seurat with a fantastic 100% 
 
If parents have any questions about their child’s 
attendance, please do not hesitate to contact school 
and a member of the attendance team will be in touch. 
Thank you very much for your support. 
 
Uniform Reminders 
Staff have noted a few recurring issues with uniform 
over the last few weeks.  
We would please ask all families to be mindful of our 
uniform policy, which can be found on our website 
under Parents - School Uniform 
If any parents need support with uniform, please do 
not hesitate to contact the school office. We have lots 
of wonderful donations of uniform in our swap shop 
store cupboard that parents are welcome to take. 
Thank you very much.  
 
* Trainers – trainers are only to be worn for PE. 
* Grey jogging bottoms for PE - these do not need to 
have the school logo on them. Please can we ask that 
leggings or lycra bottoms are not to be worn. 
* Earrings – children are not permitted to wear any 
earrings other than flat plastic spacers.  
* Smart watches – in line with our mobile phone 
policy, these are not permitted during the school day. 
* Water bottles – a polite reminder that water bottles in 
classrooms should not contain juice. As a healthy 
school, juice is only permitted at lunchtime and should 
be separate to children’s water bottles that they bring 
into the classroom.  
* Chapstick and Vaseline - are permitted in the cold 
weather, however we have seen an influx of 
expensive lip glosses, tinted and plumping lip glosses 
in school recently. These are not to be kept in trays, 
lockers or bags.  
Thank you for your help in this matter.  
 
Payments on Arbor 
Please could we remind all parents to top up their 
child’s Arbor account and clear any outstanding debts, 
particularly for Breakfast and After School Club and 
for school lunches if schools meals are paid for.  
 
A gentle reminder that wrap around sessions need to 
be booked in advance, via the Arbor app, and 
payments made at the time of booking.  
Thank you very much for your support in this matter.  

Lumi Nova 
If your child is struggling with anxiety or worries, we 
can recommend an app entitled Lumi Nova.  
Lumi Nova: Tales of Courage is a therapeutic game 
that helps children aged 7-12 years self manage 
worries and build resilience.  
It supports children facing worries and anxieties 
including phobias, social anxiety and separation 
anxiety. For further information please visit: 
https://luminova.app/parents 
 
Forthcoming Dates for your Diary 
Friday 14th March - Dress as a Scientist Day! 
We will be celebrating British Science Week from 
10th March. As part of this week, we would like to 
continue to highlight to our children how Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
is used in everyday life and the variety of careers 
where STEM skills are supported. If any parents can 
help, we would love to welcome you into school on 
the afternoon of Friday 14th March to share the ways 
that your job involves STEM. Please contact the 
School Office if you would be able to offer any 
support and leave a message for Mrs Carlin, who will 
get back to you in due course. Thank you.   
 
Maths Super Learning Event 
Thank you so much to all parents and family 
members who attended our Maths Super Learning 
morning. It was wonderful to see so many of you in 
school; I hope you all found it very beneficial. The 
children certainly enjoyed showing Mums and Dads 
their Maths knowledge and skills! 
 
We raised a fantastic £145.05 for the NSPCC on this 
day. Thank you so much for your generosity and 
support to such an important charity.  
 
A reminder that Year 5 and Year 6 are inviting 
parents into school on Friday 28th March from 9am 
to 10am for their Super Learning event. This will 
focus on Maths SATs preparations in Year 6.  
 
Children’s Liturgy 
Our Lady Queen of Peace church has a wonderful 
Children’s Liturgy group that meet every Sunday. 
The children have their own special liturgy during 
Mass where the Gospel is shared, at an age 
appropriate level, and activities are completed.  
 
All children are welcome to attend. It would be 
wonderful to see our children who are preparing for 
their First Holy Communion there too.  
 
Mass begins at 10:00am every Sunday.  
You are all most welcome.  
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