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Welcome Back!

We hope you all had a fabulous summer and a well-
deserved rest. It is wonderful to see the children
back at school again. They have been AMAZING
these last two weeks and have settled so quickly,
adapting to the routines and expectations with ease!
Special congratulations must go to our Nursery and
Reception classes who have made a brilliant start to
their journey at Our Lady Queen of Peace.

Over the course of the summer holidays, the final
part of our building works was completed. This was
major works as it involved installing a new heating
system and pipework throughout school. We look
forward to the winter when we will be very toasty and
warm with our new radiators!

Thank you so much to all of the staff, including Mr
Mee and the cleaners, who have worked so hard
over the course of the last couple of weeks to
prepare the school and classrooms for the return of
the children. It has been a really positive start. We
look forward to the term ahead.

Diary Dates
Attached to the newsletter is a list of key dates and

events for the academic year ahead. We apologise
that these were not sent earlier in the week,
however, we have been awaiting confirmation of one
or two key events. We hope parents find this
information useful. Mrs Ludford is also busy updating
the calendar on Weduc.

Please note that dates can be subject to change
due to unforeseen circumstances. If this were to
happen, we aim to give parents as much notice as
possible. Any new dates that are added to the diary
will be highlighted on the newsletter, where possible,
and added to the Weduc calendar.

The Friends of Our Lady Queen of Peace will shortly
be sending their annual calendar of events for our
pupils and families to enjoy.

We will also send information of after school club
sports sessions which will begin in the next couple of
weeks. Please look out for more details to follow.

PE Days
Routines for PE days will be the same as last year. All

children need to come into school wearing their PE kit
on their allocated days listed below.

PE will be outside where possible, so please make
sure that your child is dressed appropriately for the
weather that day and is wearing suitable footwear.

PE days for this term are as follows:

Reception Classes
Tuesday

Rousseau, Mondrian and Constable (Y1 and Y2)
Monday and Thursday

Picasso and Seurat (Y3 and Y4) Autumn term
Wednesday and Thursday

Kandinsky (Y3 and Y4) Autumn term
Swimming every Tuesday
Thursday PE lesson in school

Dali, Himid and Caravaggio (Y5 and Y6)
Wednesday and Friday

Breakfast Club and Tea Time Club

Our Breakfast Club and Tea Time Club is always
open. Please book your places via the Arbor app as
soon as possible. Unfortunately, we are unable to
accept children who have not been pre-booked on the
system. Payment is also needed in advance.

Breakfast Club is open from 7:45am onwards.
After School Club closes at 5:30pm.

The prices are as follows - £3 for Breakfast Club and
£6 for After School Club (unless you are in receipt of
Free School Meals). If parents would like any further
information, please contact the school office.

Head Boy and Head Girl

We will be choosing a Head Boy and Head Girl from
our Year 6 pupils over the next couple of weeks. This
is a very important role and a wonderful opportunity
for the chosen pupils to represent our school and take
on extra responsibility.

Any child in Year 6, who is interested in this role, is
invited to write a short manifesto to explain why they
feel they would be the best ambassador for our
school.

The deadline for these completed manifestos is
Monday 22nd September. Please hand these to Mrs
Garbutt. We look forward to reading all about your
skills and qualities!
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Curriculum Evenings

We look forward to welcoming parents into school on
Wednesday 17th September for our Curriculum
Evenings. These are for pupils in Reception to Year
6 and will be held in your child’s classroom.

There will be two sessions taking place so parents
have the option to attend more than one if you have
children in different Key Stages.

The timings are as follows:
Session 1-4:00pm  Session 2 - 4:30pm
Please note: Year 1 (Rousseau) will be running one

session only at 4:00pm.

Please come and join us in the school hall before or
after your meeting where we will be serving tray
bakes and tea and coffee. Mrs Garbutt will be in the
Hall if parents have any questions or queries.

Our uniform swap shop will also be available in the
Hall if parents would like to come along and take any
additional uniform your child may require for the start
of term. There is no charge for this, thank you.

We look forward to seeing you all next Wednesday.

Congratulations!

Huge congratulations to all of the parents, children
and staff who ran the Great North Run or Mini and
Junior Great North Run last weekend. It was a
wonderful atmosphere as always. The children were
very proud to stand up in assembly on Monday and
show us their medals!

Special congratulations must go to Milo and
Theodore who have completed the Mini and Junior
Great North Run and have, so far, raised £1299 for
The Cleft Lip and Palate Association; a charity very
close to the family’s hearts. Well done to Milo and
Theodore.

If parents have any special news they would like us
to share, please do not hesitate to send a Weduc to
the school office.

Playtime Changes

As we approach the winter, it becomes increasingly
difficult to use the field. Space on our playground is
limited, therefore we have zoned the playground into
3 main sections. An area for skipping, an area for
games and an area for a sport which the children
learn in PE lessons. This half term, the sport is
handball. We have ordered lots of new equipment for
the ‘games zone’ which our newly appointed Sports
Leaders are responsible for! This will help us all to
have active, purposeful and safe playtimes during
the winter weather applying the skills taught in PE.

Pupil Groups
Today, in Celebration Assembly, we announced the

names of the students in each class who have been
elected as School Council members, Mini Vinnies,
Eco-Warriors, Sports Leaders and Friendship
Ambassadors.

Congratulations and thank you to all of the children
who prepared speeches and put their names forward
to represent our school in these important roles. We
look forward to working with our new committees
throughout this year.

Welcome to our new school representatives for

2025 - 2026:
Class School Eco - Friendship
Council Warriors
Rousseau Theo Chloe Rosie
Imogen Sally Nancy
Mondrian Gigi Harley Evelynn
Rupert Cecilia William
Constable |Mason Rosie Emily
Scarlet Miyah Ida
Kandinsky |Angelica Una Lundon
Jack Isaac Macie
Picasso Maia Isabelle Reeva
Milo Harriet Erica
Seurat Maisie Ayda Austin
Toby Charlotte Matthew
Himid Nancy Lucy Isla
Evie Xavier George
Caravaggio |Seb Anthony Sophia
Leo Freddie Joseph
Dali Max Tessie Loan
Kyle Bradley Emily
Class Mini- Sports
Vinnies Leaders
Year 2 Zion
Freddie
Kandinsky |Lucy Anna
Abigail Issac
Picasso Ella Erin
Harriet Martha
Seurat Alex Arlo
Arlo Abel
Himid Indie Gabriel
Harriet Jude
Caravaggio |[Harry Alexander
Matilda Seth
Dali Ava Harry/Ava
Alistair Amelia
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Water Bottles Key dates for the following fortnight:
Please remember to send your child into school with
a named water bottle each day. In an emergency, | Wednesday 17th September

disposable paper cups are available. Upon the|Curriculum Evenings for Reception to Year 6 parents
advice from the Local Authority following our Healthy [4:00pm and 4:30pm - (4:00pm only for Y1)

Schools Award, please fill children’s classroom
bottles with water only. If bottles contain juice and | Thursday 18th September

spill, this can make a very sticky mess on desks and | Y5 and Y6 Mass at 10:00am in Church - Himid to lead
children’s work. Thank you for your understanding.

Friday 19th September

Medicines / Inhalers Kandinsky Celebration of the Word at 9:00am (Hall)
If your child has any allergies, requires medication to
be kept in school, or has an inhaler, please complete | Tuesday 23rd September

a Core Care Plan via the Weduc app and hand any | EYFS coffee morning held by the Friends of Our Lady
medicines into school. Queen of Peace.

Some children’s inhalers have expired over the|If you are new to our school community and would like
summer holidays or were taken home in July. Please |to learn more about us, please feel free to come into

ensure that your child has an inhaler in school. the Hall after drop off at 9:00am for a coffee, cake and
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to | chat! We look forward to welcoming our new EYFS
contact Mrs Ludford or Mrs Dickman. parents and family members to our school.

Packed Lunches Thursday 25th September

Please can we remind parents that we are a ‘nut|School Photographer in school taking individual and
free’ school. There are children within school who|sibling photographs.

have severe allergies to nuts. We would ask parents
to be mindful of this when making their children’s |From 8:30am, parents can come into school to have
packed lunches. This also includes anything which | photographs taken with any pre-school siblings.

may contain nuts such as Nutella and peanut butter.
Please note: if your child is due to have PE on
Our school is also a healthy school! We do ask that | Thursday, they need to wear their full school uniform
parents try to avoid packing chocolate or sweets in|for the photographs, not PE kit. Children can bring
children’s packed lunches. We all need a sweet|trainers into school for PE and will change their
treat, but we would ask parents to avoid large |footwear only. This will affect Year 1 to Year 4.
packets of sweets and big bulky chocolate bars
please. A chocolate covered biscuit is ideal. Friday 26th September

MacMillian Coffee morning held by our Mini Vinnies.
Thank you for your understanding and support.
All parents and family members are welcome to come
Health and Safety along and join us for coffee and a cake to help to raise
A reminder to parents that children are not|much needed funds for this wonderful charity. The
supervised by school staff on the playground before [ event will be held by our Mini Vinnies in the Hall from
8:45am and after 3:25pm. Some children arrive at|9:00am.

school quite early in the morning and, although staff | If anyone wishes to donate any cakes or sweet treats,
are in the building, children are unsupervised on the [we would be most grateful. Donations can be brought
playground until the bell goes. Staff do need to|into school from Wednesday 24th September
attend morning briefings prior to 8:45am. onwards. Thank you for your support.

Children should not be playing on the equipment|Sunday 28th September

(tricky trail) or field before or after school. Again, as [ On Sunday 28th, our Mini Vinnies have been asked if
there are no school staff on duty, if there were to be |they can attend the 10:00am Mass at OLQP church
any accidents, the children are not insured on this|and read the bidding prayers. This is to celebrate the
equipment before 8:45am or after 3:25pm without a | centenary of the SVP (Society of St. Vincent de Paul).
member of staff present. All are very welcome to attend this special celebration.

Thank you for your understanding and support in this [ If your child is a Mini Vinnie and can attend Mass,
important matter. please let Mrs Lamond or the Office know. Thank you.
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A plea from EYFS and KS$1

Please could we ask parents and family members to
stand back from the fire doors when they are
collecting their children at home time. As staff get to
learn new faces and names, it is really important for
the teachers and children to be able to clearly see
faces and recognisable adults. We would be very
grateful if parents could allow a little more space for
this to happen. Thank you for your understanding.

Family Support in Sunderland Local Authority

There are a number of services in Sunderland Local
Authority who can provide help and support to
families at times of need. Please find some
additional information below:

Parenting and Relationships Team

If parents are finding things at home challenging, a
of specialists called Achieving Better
Connections can help with family support for a range

team

of difficulties such as:

Please contact the parenting support line on 0191

separation / divorce
bereavement

communication and arguments
Me, You and Baby Too

coping with stress

5617005 or email

citywideparentingreferrals@togetherforchildren.org.uk

More than Grandparents (kinship families)

More than Grandparents supports Kinship carers by
offering 1:1 support, advice and guidance on a range
of issues such as finance, housing, legal concerns
and children’s behaviour. They also offer training on
a range of issues such as trauma, loss and mental

wellbeing.

For further information, please contact:

0191 5140554 or visit

www.morethangrandparents.com

Daisy Chain

Daisy Chain is a neurodevelopmental child and
family support service for young people aged 0-18
and families of
neurodevelopment diversity. Their aim is to provide
support and services for children, young people and
their families who display traits associated with
neurodevelopmental
processing, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), and Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

years

(FASD).

For more information, please contact:
sunderlandfamilysupport@daisychainproject.co.uk

diversity:

Attendance
Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year
6 for this fortnight has been 97.12%. An excellent start
to the new school year. Our target is always to be
above 97%!

We are delighted to announce that the winners of our
attendance trophy for this week have been Monet,
Rousseau and Seurat classes who all have an
amazing 100% attendance each! They will be sharing
the trophy between them.

If parents have any questions about their child’s
attendance, please do not hesitate to contact school
and a member of the attendance team will be in touch.

Admissions to Secondary School

Although the new school year has just begun - it is
time for parents of pupils in Year 6 to think about
applications for secondary school.

Parents/carers are encouraged to apply for a school
place online via the Family Portal (click here).

The application period runs from 8th September
2025 until 31st October 2025.

For further information, please visit
www.sunderland.gov.uk/school-admissions

or phone the Admissions Team on 07342073602 or
01915611425

Email: school.admissions@sunderland.gov.uk

Nursery and Reception Open Evening

On Wednesday 15th October 2025, we will be holding
an Open Evening in EYFS for all prospective parents
who may wish to apply for places in our school
Nursery or Reception from September 2026. This will
be held from 4:00pm - 5:30pm. Please spread the
word!

Toys in School

Since we have returned to school, staff have seen an
increase in the amount of toys that have crept into
bags and in the classroom. Labubu toys have become
very popular over the holidays, however these are
expensive if they get lost and can cause arguments.
Fidget toys are also very popular, however some of
these can pose a safety risk when they burst and pop.

Sensory toys are the only toys allowed in school, with
permission from Mrs Fish or your child’s class teacher,
and need to comply with health and safety
requirements.

Thank you for your %
understanding. Have a3 Great

‘@t Weekend! g
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