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News

Attendance

Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year
6 for the last fortnight before half term was 96.8%.
This is so close to our target of 97% - well done
everyone!

We are delighted to announce that the winners of our
attendance trophy for the fortnight were:

Week 1 - Mondrian class with 100%

Week 2 - Picasso class with 100%

Excellent!

If parents have any questions about their child’'s
attendance, please do not hesitate to contact school
and a member of the attendance team will be in
touch.

Derwent Hill

Our Year 6 pupils had a fantastic time in Derwent
Hill. They were a credit to our school and their
families. They threw themselves into every activity
(literally) and had great fun climbing, canoeing,
gorge walking and completing lots of personal and
group challenges. We hope you have wonderful
memories of the laughter and fun Year 6 and we
hope you have managed to catch up on some much
needed sleep over half term!

A huge THANK YOU to our dedicated team of staff
who looked after Year 6 whilst they were away from
home. Thank you to Miss Carlin, Mr Anderson, Mr
Mee, Mrs Ludford and Mrs Elder for giving up time
away from their own families and commitments to
care for our pupils. Sincere thanks must go to Miss
Carlin who organises the residential and to the staff
at school who held the fort and covered additional
roles and responsibilities during the week.

We have brought back many items of lost property
including walking books, coats, jumpers, leggings
and underwear! If parents were missing anything
from the pile of washing, please pop into the School
Office on Monday. Many thanks.

Remembrance Sunday

On Sunday 9th November we will celebrate
Remembrance Sunday. We will be holding a special
remembrance Liturgy in school on Monday 10th
November. The children can wear their poppies on
this day. ltems from the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal will be on sale at the Office after half term.

Arbor Accounts

If your child has school dinners, please could we ask
all parents to top up their child’s school meals
account so they are in credit for the start of the new
half term. Thank you for your support in this matter.

Autumn Term 2nd Half

A reminder that school open to pupils again on
Monday 3rd November. We hope you have all had a
lovely week and a well-deserved rest!

Key dates for the following fortnight:

Monday 3rd November - Thursday 6th November
Parents’ Evenings - please see information on page 2

Thursday 6th November
10:00am - UKS2 to attend Mass at Church - Himid to
lead

Friday 7th November
9:00am - Seurat Celebration of the Word (Hall)
Parents of pupils in Seurat are welcome to attend.

Monday 10th November
Start of Anti-bullying week - please see page 2

Odd Socks Day

Odd Socks Day marks part of our celebrations for Anti
-Bullying Week and we are encouraging the children
to wear odd socks on this day. It is an opportunity for
everyone in our school community to express
themselves and celebrate their individuality and what
makes us all unique! School uniform is to be worn as
usual please.

Tuesday 11th November

3:30pm - Meeting for parents of pupils who will be
starting their Sacramental Preparation journey in
Church with Father Martin. Further information was
sent home to all Year 4 parents before half term.

Wednesday 12th November
3:30pm - Session 1 of Sacramental Preparation

Friday 14th November
Children in Need day—non-uniform

We are celebrating Children in Need by asking the
children to come into school wearing something
spotty, colourful or their pyjamas! No football strips are
to be worn on this occasion please. If parents are
able, a small donation, such as £1 per child, for this
charity would be gratefully received. Thank you.

Raby Horrible Histories

Horrible Histories are taking over Raby Castle! With
dark knights and foul food, families are invited to come
and explore the castle as seen through the eyes of the
Horrible History books written by Terry Deary.

For more information, please visit:
www.raby.co.uk/horrible-histories



http://www.raby.co.uk/horrible-histories
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Parents’ Evenings

A reminder that Parents’ Evenings will take place this
week from Monday 3rd to Thursday 6th November.
Please see the information below for exact details.
Timings are bookable from 3:30pm - 6:00pm. If you
have not booked your appointment yet, or need to
make any changes, please contact the School
Office.

Please note: due to unforeseen circumstances, Miss
Carlin (Caravaggio class) has needed to move her
parents’ evening appointments from Thursday 6th
November to Tuesday 4th November. Parents who
had appointments on Thursday 6th have received a
direct message. If you are unable to make this
change of day, please contact the Office. We
apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Please try to attend on time and stay for your allotted
appointment slot only. If parents have more
questions, or would like more detail following the
appointment, please contact the School Office or
your child’s class teacher and a follow up meeting
can be arranged. It is so important that teachers
keep to time, where possible, in order to reduce
waiting times. Thank you for your support in this
matter. We look forward to seeing you all this week.

Monday 3rd November

EYFS - Goldsworthy, Monet

KS1 - Rousseau, Constable

LKS2 - Kandinsky, Seurat, Picasso (Mrs Young)
UKS2 - Dali, Caravaggio, Himid

Tuesday 4th November
KS1 - Constable, Mondrian
UKS2 - Caravaggio (rescheduled day)

Wednesday 5th November
EYFS - Lowry, Monet
UKS2 - Dali

Thursday 6th November

EYFS - Lowry, Goldsworthy

KS1 - Rousseau, Mondrian

LKS2 - Kandinsky, Seurat, Picasso (Mrs Scott)
UKS2 - Himid

Anti-Bullying Week

Anti-Bullying Week is an annual event that aims to
raise awareness of bullying of young people, with an
emphasis on prevention and effective responses to
bullying. Anti-Bullying Week 2025 will take place
from Monday 10th - Friday 14th November. The
theme is Power for Good. During this week, the
children will be completing additional work in class to
raise the profile of anti-bullying.

Love, Amelia

This Christmas, Sebastian, who is in our Y3, is helping
Love, Amelia. This is a local charity which supports
families and children living in poverty and financial
hardship in the North East.

As part of their Christmas mission, they are providing
Christmas Eve bags with treats and toys to spread
some joy to families across our region.

Sebastian would love your help! Please help him to
help other families in need. If you are able, he is
collecting the following items:

hot chocolate sachets and jars

family sized boxes of biscuits

sweets and chocolate buttons

Christmas story books (new or pre-loved in
excellent condition)

. soft toys (new or
condition)

pre-loved in excellent

Sebastian is collecting from now up to Thursday 13th
November. There will be a donation station in the
School Office for the next two weeks. Or you can pass
any donations to Sebastian’s Mum, Helen, in the
school yard. Thank you very much for your support
and generosity.

Survey Results

Before half term, a survey link was sent out to all
parents on the last newsletter. This asked questions
regarding how your child had settled into school
during the first half term. A huge thank you to those
parents who took the time to complete the survey
offering valuable feedback. The results are shared
with our Governing Body and lead members of Bishop
Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust.

A range of answers from across all year groups were
collated. Positive comments included:

* the support provided by the school for a positive start
to the new academic year, with particular comments
around the patient and caring attitudes shown by staff
towards pupils,

* the transition activities and information shared,
especially in EYFS where many parents are new to
the school,

* the school's approach to understanding their children
as whole individuals. Parents valued the good
routines, friendly and approachable staff and clear
expectations,

* parents found the newsletters to be very useful for
staying informed.

For suggested areas for development, very few were
highlighted. Earlier communication regarding changes
to planned events was highlighted. This is an area we
will continue to work on. Thank you for your support.




